This year's symposium will consist of nearly 70 technical papers on a diverse set of topics authored and presented by an international slate of speakers. The program is enriched by co-locating with the 5th Electronics Recycling SUMMIT ®. This year, we will host the awards of the first annual GreenBlue e-waste design competition, funded by the US EPA and the electronics industry. This contest brings together student teams from across the United States focusing on how to enable sustainable change in the electronics industry. There will also be awards presented for the best student papers, and a poster session for all student research.
The SUMMIT includes updates on the current regulatory climate for end-of-life electronics and recycling, as well as professional networking, educational events, and facility tours. A wide variety of exhibitors will display their latest efforts in the exhibition hall. We will also have several breaks and receptions in the exhibit hall to maximize your exposure to these key partners in this year's event.
In addition, there will be several tutorials/short courses on Monday, May 10: * Challenges and Opportunities in Reverse Supply Chain of Product. Product end-of-life is a growing area and will continue to receive increased attention due to new economic justification and regulatory requirements. The electronic industry faces a monumental task of managing the timely disposition of reverse material flows. Proper reuse and recycling techniques are crucial for handling the disposition.
* Hazardous & Toxic Materials in Electronics: Lead-free Soldier, Brominated Frame Retardant Materials and Mercury. The tutorial explores today's top growing areas related to hazardous and toxic materials reduction for the electronics industry. Each topic addresses the current practice, state-of-the-art technology and regulatory issues. The focus is on Lead-free solder, Brominated frame retardant materials, and Mercury.
* Best Management Practices for Operating Electronics Collection Programs
This course will help any organization involved with or planning electronics recycling collection programs to ensure that the program is successful. The course will share hands-on experiences with designing, implementing and operating electronics collection programs as well as the results of comprehensive studies of programs throughout the USA. * Certification: What makes a good electronics recycling service provider? This course will provide an overview and insight into the requirements and processes involved with the certification of electronics recycling facilities, including environmental sound management criteria, ISO and IAER certification. Third party certification to recognized industry standards helps organizations seeking to recycle electronics equipment to be able to have confidence in selecting electronics recyclers as reputable and reliable service providers that manage materials in a manner that protects the environment, worker safety, and is in compliance with national and international standards
The co-chairs and the entire executive committee are interested in your views of the conference, and generally the environmental aspects of the industry. Please share your views with the organizers and volunteer your time and effort to make the 2005 conference equally successful.
We hope you find this event professionally and personally useful. This joint meeting represents an ongoing partnership between two of the most prominent forces in the area: IEEE and IAER. It represents a unique opportunity to bring together all parties in the field to communicate progress and challenges to improve the environmental bottom line of the electronics industry. We especially extend a warm welcome to our international participants, and wish them a pleasant stay in Phoenix/Scottsdale. 
